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Status 

1)D Responsive to communications) filed on 08 March 2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b )|3 This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 14 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) is is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) EI The drawing(s) filed on 08 March 2001 is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)^AII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 . Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 9 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every feature of 
the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the relay and the fuse (claim 6) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim. No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
Claim 1, recites "...a contact set ..." ,in line 3, and "a plurality of contact elements..." , in line 4. 
It is unclear if the plurality of contact elements is related to the contact set or they are non-related. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lundergan. 
Lundergan (US Pat. No. 3,748,633) discloses a multipole electrical connector comprising: 

a contact set with a plurality of contact elements having a contact section and a connecting 

section, 

wherein each contact section (21) is formed together with each connecting section (17) from a single- 
layer stamped grid. 
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With regard to claims 2-4, Lundergan discloses that each contact section having a fork shape and 
includes a first limb (19), a tie bar, and a second limb (21). 

With regard to claim 5, Lundergan discloses that the second limb includes a detent element (23). 
2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bouley. 
Bouley (US Pat. No. 3,748,633) discloses a multipole electrical connector comprising: 

a contact set with a plurality of contact elements having a contact section and a connecting 

section, 

wherein each contact section (35, 38) is formed together with each connecting section (29) from a single- 
layer stamped grid. 

With regard to claims 2-4, Bouley discloses that each contact section having a fork shape and includes a 
first limb (35), a tie bar (30), and a second limb (38). 

With regard to claim 5, Bouley discloses that the second limb includes a detent element (32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lundergan in view of 
Francis. 

Lundergan discloses all of the limitations except for the opening in the counter-contact section used as 
the counter-detent element. 

Francis (US Pat. No. 3,609, 597) discloses the opening (18) in the counter-contact section used as the 
counter-detent element (col. 2, lines 20-21). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the Lundergan's the counter-contact section with the opening used as the counter- 
detent element, as taught by Francis , to prevent disengagement of the connection. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lundergan in view of 
Francis as applied to claiml , 6 above, and further in view of Zintler et al. 

Lundergan when modified by Francis discloses all of the limitations except the mating connector is a part 
of relay or a fuse. 

Zintler et al (US Pat. No. 5,823,798) disclose the contact section (10, 1 1) for connecting relays (8) or a 
fuse (9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use the Lundergan-Francis counterpart connector as a part of relay or a fuse , as taught by 
Zintler et al, to utilize the connector structure for relay or fuse aggregates. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lundergan in view of 
Harting et al. 

Lundergan discloses all of the limitations except for the partially extrusion-coating of the contact 
elements. 

Harting et al. (US Pat. No. 6,196,853) disclose partially extrusion-coating of the contact elements (col. 1, 
lines 22-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to manufacture the Lundergan connector using extrusion-coating of the contact elements, as taught 
by Harting et al, as an alternative method of manufacturing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexander Gilman whose telephone number is (703) 305-847. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m - 7:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Paula A Bradley can be reached on (703) 308-2319. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
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this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7322 for regular communications and (703) 308- 
7322 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900. 

AG 

August 6, 2001 




Gary Paumen 
Primary Examiner 



